Vision
Statement

Yellowstone Presbytery-guided and sustained by
Scripture, the Holy Spirit,
and prayer---is a
community rooted in the
love of Jesus Christ.
We will . . . Gather
Together for God’s
glory and spiritual
synergy*
Equip and Encourage
disciple- making
congregations and
leaders for living the
Gospel…intentionally
becoming more like
Christ; ably sharing our
faith; impacting our
communities;
worshipping in loving
response to God; and
mutually supporting and
training leaders.
Go Out to join Christ in
Christ’s mission in our
communities, Montana,
and the world…
embodying and sharing
Christ’s Good News;
loving and serving, as
we are commanded, in
our words, actions, and
relationships.
*Synergy: from the
Greek syn-ergos,
συνεργ?ς meaning
working together

Yellowstone Presbytery
Leadership Cabinet

Tuesday, January 9 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
First Presbyterian Billings

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teaches, to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, . . . – Ephesians 4:11-12

10:00 Convene
Christ candle, roll call & quorum, approval of
docket, approval of minutes from October 3, 2017
and October 27, 2017.
Word-Share-Prayer
10:30 Action Item Review
Goals & Priorities for 2018/Vision Statement
11:15 March Presbytery Meeting
12:00 Lunch
12:30 Stated Clerk Search Committee report
Personnel Committee – Susi
Finance Report
2018 Presbytery Meetings - Susi
Insurance – Jack
Oswego property – Paul
Rep/Nom Committee - Susi
Co-Presbyter Report – George & Kathy
Pastor Possibilities/Search Updates – George
Lay Leader Training – George & Kathy
Whitworth Fellows – Kathy
Growing Young Grant – Kathy
Preaching & Spiritual Formation cohort - George
St. Timothy’s – George/Debbie
Higher Ed Grant Forms - Susi
Child Protection Policy
Facebook Page Administrators
2018 Leadership Cabinet meeting schedule
3:00

Dismissal

Revised 2017 Leadership Cabinet Goals per Minutes Jan. & March
meetings
1. Emphasize disciple-making and disciple-sending among the congregations of
our presbytery and at the presbytery level. This includes equipping people of all
ages to know that they are Loved & Called, Gifted, Equipped, and Sent.**
2. Focus on spiritual nurture of pastors, leaders and potential leaders across the
presbytery by identifying, understanding and using spiritual gifts.
3. Foster community in the presbytery, encouraging congregations and clusters to
share stories of God’s work in their midst as we build and grow relationships
and communication, sharing in the fellowship and work of ministry and joint
mission.
4. Explore partnership and collaboration with presbyteries and other organizations
as we grow in disciple-making and disciple-sending.
5. Equipping leaders and congregations in Growing Young, per the research.
** continuing to explore New Worshipping Communities across our presbytery.

2017 Presbytery Theme
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ, . . . – Ephesians 4:11-12
Equipping and sending the gifted into ministry.

1

Presbytery of Yellowstone
Leadership Cabinet (LC) Meeting Minutes
October 3, 2017
First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman, Montana
Moderator Susi called the meeting to order at 10:14 a.m.
Present were:
Susi Ennis
Dan Holland
Suzanne Bratsky
Steve Weber
Paul Helland (phone)
Teresa Kendall (phone)
Jack Bell (phone)

Absent:
Jed Cauffman

Also present:
George Goodrich, Co-General Presbyter
Kathy Goodrich, Co General Presbyter
Debbie Blackburn, Stated Clerk
1. Opening Prayer – The opening prayer was offered by Susi.
2. Christ Candle – Susi lit the Christ candle.
3. Quorum – A quorum was declared present.
4. Docket – The docket was approved
5. Minutes of September 12, 2017
√ The LC voted to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2017 meeting.
6. Dwelling in the Word – Susi led the time of dwelling in Matthew 6:25-34. There was a time of
reflecting on this passage to see how it was speaking to individuals and to us as LC. Susi closed this
time with prayer.
7. Stated Clerk Search Committee – Susi confirmed that the people asked had agreed to serve on the
SC Search Committee. Debbie reported that she had reviewed the SC Job Description and reported
back to Jack and Paul that it looked okay.
√ Motion passed to appoint the Stated Clerk Search Committee consisting of: TE Jody McDevitt
(Moderator of the Committee), TE Debbie Funke, RE Don Holland, and RE Paul Helland (LC rep).
TE Kathy Goodrich will serve as staff resource person for this committee.
8. Personnel Committee – Suzanne had not contacted the person assigned to her to ask. However, she
did make contact during the meeting and this person declined to serve. Susi has one name to
contact at this time. After speaking with this person, Susi will call a phone meeting in November for
further discussions.
9. November Presbytery Meeting – Susi reported on the discussions of the planning team meeting
from yesterday. It was decided to send out a flyer describing the three workshops that will be
offered during the meeting as well as a flyer on the Rob Hagan workshop. There will be an hour of
business on Friday afternoon right before the dinner break. Specific assignments for meeting
preparation will be shown in the LC Action Items spreadsheet. There was some discussion about
forming a sub team for Growing Young as well as a Technology Team for the Presbytery but no
action was taken. Jack Bell will refer to the Commissioner Report form several times during the
meeting to encourage and help commissioners fill out the form. Susi is going to prepare a

feedback form to use at Presbytery meetings. Kathy took suggestions for alternate names to replace
“Presbytery Meeting”.
√ Motion passed to approve that the Friday night offering be given to the Yellowstone Presbytery fund
designated for Whitworth Fellows.
10. Lunch – Steve offered prayer for our meal and the LC took a break for lunch.
11. Presbytery Sunday – Susi has sent out some material previously. George will send out in the next
day or two a bulletin insert for churches to use.
12. Budget for 2018 – Dan Holland reviewed the 2018 budget that has been prepared based on a total
per capita rate of $52.00. The total rate consists of: General Assembly ($7.73), Synod ($3.50), and
Presbytery ($40.77). The total per capita rate for 2017 is $48.00. It was pointed out that it would be
helpful to have a document explaining how per capita dollars are used. A sub team will work on this
document for the Presbytery meeting. This document could also be sent to churches along with
their Per Capita statement. Jack Bell will encourage churches (that are able to) to pay more than
what they are invoiced. George pointed out that some churches already give to Administrative
Support in addition to paying per capita.
√ Motion passed to recommend to Presbytery to increase the Presbytery per capita rate to $40.77 for
2018. (This would mean a total per capita rate of $52.00 for 2018).
√ Motion passed for the LC to recommend that the Presbytery approve the 2018 budget (both
Administrative and Program budgets) as presented [Attachment A].
13. Nominations for Rep/Nom – Bob Culbertson has agreed to be nominated for a second three year
term (class of 2020). Susi will work on contacting someone for Moderator of Rep/Nom for 2018.
These two nominations will be part of the LC report for the Presbytery meeting.
14. Presbytery Meeting Dates for 2018 – Suzanne has talked with Vicki Waddington about the May 4-5,
2018 presbytery meeting. Vicki indicates that Harlowton would like to host but they are not certain
that this would work. Vicki is to get back with Suzanne in a week. Susi will send out an email if
Harlowton is not able to host in May. The host church for the November 2-3, 2018 meeting has not
yet been determined.
15. Day of Prayer and Fasting – The date has been set for October 16, 2017. George has prepared a
document about the event. Kathy is going to add a couple of items to the document and have it
sent out to the presbytery by the end of this week.
16. Insurance – Jack has obtained a quote for an additional $1,692 to increase the current limits for
Sexual Misconduct Liability to $1,000,000 per occurrence and $3,000,000 aggregate. (The current
limit is $250,000 each claim with an aggregate of $500,000). In order for the insurance company to
approve the additional coverage, there are several requirements that must be met. The company
would need to review the Sexual Misconduct Policy of the presbytery. Also there would be
specific training required for various camp staff. Jack is going to ask for a breakdown of the
current insurance premium (Presbytery office, Westminster Spires Camp, and St Timothy’s Chapel).
Also Jack will ask for information on the breakdown of the $1,692 cost. Suzanne will work with the
insurance agent (Ray Pryor) to determine what training materials are available and acceptable to
the insurance company. She will work on a program for camp counselor training. We need a
written list of the items that the insurance company is requiring or requesting from the presbytery.
It was suggested that the Presbytery needs a compliance person to manage the requirements once
they are established. No action was taken on this.
√ Motion passed to add $1,692 to the camp insurance expense in the 2018 Budget.
Dan will also need to adjust the program income by this same amount.
17. Oswego Lots –Paul is still working with the potential buyer but is ready to set a deadline as this
person does not seem to be in a hurry to move forward. Currently the potential buyer is to get back
with Paul within the next month. The amount of the closing costs is still not known. Susi will speak

with some people in the Poplar area about other options for selling these lots.
18. Report from Co-General Presbyters – A written report was submitted (Attachment B). Kathy and
George reviewed some highlights from the report. George emphasized relationships and Kathy
stressed the importance of interactive opportunities for young people.
19. Pastor Search Updates – George reported on the churches that are currently looking for a pastor.
These churches are Jordan, Big Hole, Miles City, Lewistown (interim) and Dillon. Hysham is in the
beginning stages of the search process.
20. ELCA Program for LPA – The first training will be Saturday, October 21st in Scobey. The topic is
prayer.
21. St Timothy’s Chapel – The team of George, Debbie, Jack, and Dan H will be meeting with some
representatives from the Chapel Committee on October 10th in Butte. There are many issues to
discuss and resolve.
22. Clusters – Refer to the Co GPs’ report for updates.
23. Higher Ed Grant Applications – Susi is going to work on this. The objective is to have the grant
application tied to the vision statement of the Presbytery.
24. Child Protection Policy – The status of this needs to be determined. Curt Kochner had several
people who had previously agreed to work on this (after Brandon Willett left).
25. Facebook Page Administrators – Currently Jack and George are administrators.
26. Next Meeting –The next stated meeting will be Tuesday, January 9, 2018 in Billings.
27. Adjournment - The meeting adjourned with prayer at 3:05 p.m.

Presbytery of Yellowstone
Leadership Cabinet Meeting Minutes
October 27, 2017
Phone Conference Call

Moderator Susi Ennis called the meeting to order at 10:13 a.m.
Present were:
Susi Ennis
Steve Weber
Jack Bell
Dan Holland
Suzanne Bratsky

Absent:
Teresa Kendall
Paul Helland
Jed Cauffman

Also present:
George Goodrich, Co-General Presbyter
Kathy Goodrich, Co-General Presbyter
Debbie Blackburn, Stated Clerk
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

√
√
7.
√

Opening Prayer – The opening prayer was offered by Susi.
Quorum – It was determined that a quorum was present.
Scripture Reading – Susi read Psalm 150.
Nominations – Susi reported that Caroline Fleming has agreed to be nominated as moderator of
Rep/Nom Ministry Team for 2018.
2018 Presbytery Meetings – Susi reported that Harlowton has agreed to host the meeting on
May 4-5, 2018.
St Timothy’s Subgroup – Jack Bell, Dan Holland (by phone), George Goodrich, and Debbie Blackburn met
with representatives of St Timothy’s Chapel Committee in Butte on October 10, 2017. It was a good start
to better communication between the Presbytery and St Tim’s Committee. Some items (revisions to
Standing Rules and financial policies) will take some time to complete. Jack Bell agreed to serve on the St.
Timothy’s Committee for one year. They have had trouble getting three Presbyterian ministers to serve
on the committee. There are also some issues regarding the insurance claim for the roof damaged by hail
in May. Jack has contacted the insurance agent to let them know that due to the weather, the repair work
cannot be started until the spring (which means the completion date will be more than 180 days after the
incident). The insurance agent indicated to Jack that the delay would not be a problem. There were two
items that the Chapel Committee wanted resolved quickly. One of these is the signatures for the Fund
#3 account. The other item is the appointment of Jack Fitzpatrick as assistant treasurer in order to be
covered under the Presbytery insurance policy. Dan Holland indicated that he would supervise the work
of the treasurer for St Tim’s funds.
Motion passed to approve John Fitzpatrick, Ed Leipheimer, and Sheryl Hallin as authorized signers on
St. Timothy’s Chapel Fund #3. (Ron Hanson’s name will be removed.)
Motion passed to appoint John Fitzpatrick as assistant treasurer for Yellowstone Presbytery restricted to
funds of St Timothy’s Chapel that are under the Federal Identification Number of the Presbytery.
Stated Clerk Search Committee – The committee has asked that the Leadership Cabinet approve the
updated job description for the stated clerk and the 2018 annual salary for the stated clerk.
Motion passed to approve the addition of maintaining a backup of electronic data to the job description
for the stated clerk.

√ Motion passed to recommend the 2018 Stated Clerk salary as outlined in the 2018 Budget that will be
recommended to Presbytery for approval. (Figures are annual and will be pro-rated based on actual dates
employed).
6. Next Meeting – The next regularly scheduled meeting of the LC will be January 9, 2018 in Billings.
7. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned with prayer at 10:42 a.m.

Person

Action Items from Leadership Cabinet meetings

Due Date

status

George

Have Susan S mail out bulletin for Presbytery Sunday

10.04.17

George

adjustments to camp brochures

10.04.17

Kathy

Send out email about Day of Prayer and Fasting

10.05.17

Susi

Announce in currents about ECLA LPA program

10.05.17 done

Susi

talk with Jody McDevitt about SC Search Committee work

10.05.17 done

Susi

Contact Caroline Fleming about moderating Rep/Nom 2018 & get response

10.09.17 done

Dan

ask Dan Krebill about Presbycat film person (let Kathy know)

10.10.17

Susi

Voucher for MSU Billings - Higher Ed Grant

10.11.17 done

Suzanne

get answer from Harlowton for May 2018 Presbytery hosting (and let Susi know)

10.11.17

Kathy

Receive flyer from Rob Hagan about workshop on November 3rd

10.11.17

Susi

Flyer for 3 workshops for Presbytery meeting

10.11.17 done

Susi

send out Workshop (3) Flyer and Rob Hagan flyer to Presbytery

10.12.17 done

Kathy/George/Steve

Per Capita interpretive piece for Presbytery meeting (info to Jack)

10.13.17

Susi

May need email about May 2018 Pby meeting if Harlowton is a no

10.14.17

Susi

Informal conversations about Oswego land

10.15.17 done

Susi

IF needed - contact Jody M about moderating Rep/Nom 2018 and get response

10.16.17 n/a

Dan

Work with Holly and Debbie F on workshop and Friday night worship

10.18.17

Susi

Feedback sheet for Presbytery meeting

10.20.17 done

Jack

Put together info received from Kathy/George/Steve into final form (Per Capita item)

10.23.17

Susi & Kathy Person & Scripture for Dwelling in the Word for November 3rd (and bulletin)

10.30.17 n/a

Susi & Kathy Person & Scripture for Dwelling in the Word for November 4th (and bulletin)

10.30.17 n/a

Kathy

possibility of live streaming (via Facebook)

10.30.17

Teresa

ask churches about Sharing at Presbytery meeting

10.31.17

Dan

Bulletin for Friday night worship service (November 3rd) (input from Kathy on Fellows)

11.01.17

Jack

Get insurance premium breakdown and basis of premium for additional coverage

11.03.17

Paul

Get response from potential buyer for Oswego lots

11.03.17

Suzanne

Work on training options for insurance for sexual misconduct (camp staff)

11.10.17

Susi

contact Susan Thomas about personnel committee

11.11.17 done

Susi

set a date and advise LC of phone meeting to discuss personnel committee

11.13.17 n/a

Susi

Higher Education Grant Forms

11.16.17 in progress

Susi

Determine status of Child Protection Policy

11.16.17

Susi

Work with Kathy on study guide for Stan Ott DVDs

12.10.17

