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Early morning when it’s cool is a good time to survey my yard and garden.  I’ve harvested lots of 
raspberries and my tomatoes and zucchini are coming along.  But my bean crop is a disaster. All 
I have left of my plants, whether in rows or raised beds, are denuded stalks.  Somewhere in the 
neighborhood a rabbit rests, well-fed despite my best efforts to thwart him.  It’s discouraging.   
 
But another area of the yard is unexpectedly flourishing.  I’ve been delighted to discover that the 
grass seed I’ve sown has actually sprouted.  I’m surprised and pleased at the bright new growth 
in previously barren areas.    
 
Every summer in the garden is so different!  One season an area may not thrive, but as we turn 
around, there is new life somewhere else.  
 
 
Call for ideas and information 
Where have you seen God at work this summer?  
What is your church doing as you prepare for fall?   
Please send in your reports and ideas to ckochner@mcn.net for the September Yellowstone 
Currents. 
 
 
Congratulations to Kristin Willett! 
Kristin’s article “Weaving Education Throughout Ministry” was published in the July 18th 
edition of the Presbyterian Outlook.  Using illustrations from Miles City, Kristin encourages 
using varied types of ministry and media to support and reinforce current themes and scriptures 
that a congregation is studying.  Thanks, Kristin, for a great article and insights! 
 
 
Focus on Youth 
 
Westminster Spires 2016 
Thanks to Curt Kochner for this report! 
 
The 2016 camping season at Westminster Spires was once again a special time of living together 
in Christian community!  We had 20 Senior High campers, 16 for Junior High and 16 for 
Elementary Camp.  Additional guests included the six fellows from Whitworth that joined us for 
some portion of Staff Training, Senior High and Junior High camp.  Kara Todd and family were 
with us for the full season and the Willett family from Miles City joined us for Elementary 
Camp.  George Goodrich provided leadership for Staff Training, Senior High and Elementary 
Camp.  Will Johnson from Terry joined the staff for the first time to teach and lead Junior High 
Camp.   
 



 
Many thanks to all for your prayers and support!  We have been blessed with a strong group of 
returning staff that provide stability and continuity to the camping program.  Bill Scott was with 
us for his eighth year as cook.  George Goodrich has provided teaching and leadership for seven 
years.  Curt Kochner has helped with background organization and registration for six years and 
Cynthia Kessler returned for her fifth year leading crafts and taking care of medical and first aid 
issues.  Three of the counselors had previous experience on the staff and all seven will be 
enrolled in college this fall.  The future of outdoor ministry at Westminster Spires looks very 
bright and we are all so thankful for the opportunity to worship and learn and play and 
fellowship in God’s presence in this amazing place! 
 

2016 Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
Our Presbyterian Youth Triennium was held in July at Purdue University in West Lafayette, 
Indiana.  A team of seventeen, including youth and adults, travelled from Montana and had a 
great experience together and with the 5000 others who attended triennium.  A more complete 
report will appear next month! 
 
 
Board of Pension Seminars 
Several Board of Pension seminars will be held from Sept. 27 – 30 at First Presbyterian Billings.  
Topics include preparing for retirement, tax issues, and financial planning.  Contact Dan Krebill  
dan@fpcbozeman.org for more information.  Topics include planning for retirement fiscally 
and emotionally, an overview of church finances, and general financial planning.   
 
 
Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
Sunday, Aug. 7     First Church, Wolf Point, Jeff Harada, Lay Person in Ministerial Service 
                               Dakota Presbytery 
Sunday, Aug. 14   Rev. Doug Johnson, Billings Clinic Pastoral Care, Billings 
Sunday, Aug. 21   Colstrip United Community Church,  
                                      Commissioned Lay Pastor Robert Shy 
Sunday, Aug. 28   Rev. Rusty Craig, Honorably Retired, Anaconda 
Sunday, Sept. 4     PresbyCats Higher Education Ministry, 1st Presbyterian Bozeman 
                               Rev. Roderick Blair, Honorably Retired, Dallas, Texas 
 
Upcoming Opportunities: 
Sept. 8            PMT        FPC Bozeman 
Sept. 9 -11      Highland Holy Days hosted by St. Andrew at Westminster Spires 
Sept. 13           Leadership Cabinet   FPC  Bozeman 
Sept. 27 – 30   Board of Pensions Seminars    FPC Bozeman 
 
Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas at ckochner@mcn.net. 
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