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I’m a bit late sending out the Currents this month.  Curt and I just returned from a road 
trip, travelling through twelve states in seventeen days.  We were visiting family—a 
daughter, a brother, cousins—and delving into family history.  We came home with 
renewed connections with family, more information on our family roots, and deepened 
faith. 
 
We saw God’s hand in our heritage and lives!  We were able to see where Curt’s 
grandfather ministered and preached in Whetstone, Ohio. We sang and prayed one 
Sunday with a small congregation at Amanda Presbyterian Church in Amanda, Ohio and 
found the graves of my great-, great-, great-grandparents in the church cemetery.  In Clay 
City, Indiana, we visited another church that Curt’s grandfather served, this one his first 
call as a pastor and where he met the church organist who became his wife.   In Aline, 
Oklahoma, we worshipped at the church my great-grandparents helped found, where my 
grandmother was organist for fifty years, and where my father was nurtured in his faith.  
At every turn as we visited places of family significance, we found faith.  We are so 
grateful for this heritage.   
 
As we celebrate Presbytery Sunday, it’s a great time to ponder our heritage of faith.  Who 
are those who have touched your life and encouraged your faith?  Family, church, 
pastors, friends, teachers, authors?  We give thanks for the cloud of witnesses around us!   
And, we are humbled by the opportunities we have to draw others to God’s love. 
 
Presbytery Sunday 
Presbytery Sunday is October 9th!  We celebrate our faith, our heritage, and our 
connection with one another across the miles.  Many resources are available on the 
presbytery website! 
 
 
Yellowstone Presbytery Meets 
The First Presbyterian Church of Butte will host our November 4 – 5 meeting of 
Yellowstone Presbytery.  Registration will begin at 11a.m. on Friday, November 4.  
Lunch on Friday will be available and dinner is a fundraiser to support community youth 
ministries.  Tickets will be available at registration.   Our churches in Butte, Anaconda, 
Deer Lodge, and the Big Hole are providing hospitality during our time together.  See 
you there! 
 
 
Foundation Seminar 
Following lunch after our presbytery meeting, we have the opportunity to attend a one 
and one-half hour “Heritage of Giving” seminar presented by the Presbyterian 
Foundation.  Rev. Dr. Rob Hagan, Ministry Relations Officer of the Presbyterian 
Foundation, will offer wisdom on the theology of legacy giving, the joy of giving, giving 
now and giving later, wills, and other related topics. 
 



Please contact Susan Seibert at the Presbytery of the Yellowstone Office by October 27 
to register.  
 
 
Fall Youth Retreat 
Presbytery youth will gather at Rockhaven Camp from October 20–22 for the annual fall 
retreat.  The retreat begins at 1p.m on Thursday and campers depart after lunch on 
Saturday.   
All youth from 7th through 12th grades are invited!  Highlights will include Bible study 
and small group discussions, indoor and outdoor games, hiking, fellowship, and 
swimming at Bozeman Hot Springs.   
 
Registration materials can be found on our website and the deadline is October 14th. 
Please contact Curt Kochner at 259-7368 or ckochner@ mcn.net for more information. 
 
 
 
Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
Sunday, Oct. 9       Rev. Susan Thomas, Pastor-At-Large, Billings 
                               Presbytery Sunday 
 
Sunday, Oct. 16      Susan Seibert, Yellowstone Presbytery Administrative Assistant 
                                World Food Day and all food banks throughout Yellowstone 
Presbytery 
                                St. Andrew Community Garden 
 
Sunday, Oct. 23       Manhattan Presbyterian Church, Manhattan, Pastor Debbie Funke 
 
Sunday, Oct. 30       Rev. Lowell Johnson, Honorably Retired, Sioux City, Iowa 
 
Sunday, Nov. 6        Rev. William Swanson, Honorably Retired, Dillon 
 
Sunday, Nov. 13      Rev. Neva Rathbun, Honorably Retired, Terry 
 
         
Upcoming Opportunities: 
October 9       Presbytery Sunday 
October 11     Leadership Cabinet    FPC Billings 
October 14     Deadline for Fall Youth Retreat registration 
October 26     Presbytery meeting reports due to office for posting 
October 20 -22  Fall Youth Retreat   Rockhaven Camp 
November 4 – 5   Presbytery Meeting   FPC Butte 
November 10   PMT  FPC Billings 
 
Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas at ckochner@mcn.net. 


