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A Prayer for September 
 
God of the seasons of our lives, 
bless this time of endings and beginnings. 
We’re grateful for summer: 
for sun and warmth,  
for travels, 
for time with family,  
for gardens and growth, 
for traditions honored and memories created. 
Now, as we edge toward autumn 
and our days find new rhythms, 
open our eye to the gifts and grace you have for us in this new season. 
Bless our children as they begin school  
and bless those who will teach them. 
Grant us new energy for our time at work and our time at home, 
for our service to our congregations and ministries, 
and for all that brings meaning to our lives. 
We thank you for your constant care. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.   
Amen. 
 
Susan Thomas 

 

2016 Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
Thanks to Dave Thompson for this report! 
 

Seventeen youth and adults from the Yellowstone Presbytery traveled to Purdue University in 
West Lafayette, Indiana, from July 17-26 to attend the Presbyterian Youth Triennium (PYT) 
conference.  We had youth from First Presbyterian in Billings, St. Andrew Presbyterian in 
Billings, and Community Presbyterian in Terry.  This conference is geared for youth ages 15-19 
and is held every three years.  Triennium is the signature youth event of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA).  We joined about 5,500 other Presbyterian youth from around the world.  Most of the 
youth are from the United States, but some are international.  We had a group of guys on our 
dorm floor from Puerto Rico and it was fun to interact with them during the week.  We joined in 
large worship experiences, small group times, recreational events, and designated times with 
each other from our own Presbytery. 



I have attended the last five Trienniums and am proud of the way this group conducted 
themselves.  We traveled 2,942 miles, traveling from Billings through North Dakota, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana.  On our trip to Purdue we stayed at the United Presbyterian 
Church in Jamestown (ND) and the First Presbyterian Church in Janesville (WI).  On our return 
home we stayed at the First Presbyterian Church in Wisconsin Dells (WI), Oak Grove 
Presbyterian in Minneapolis (MN), and once again at the United Presbyterian Church in 
Jamestown (ND).  We enjoyed some play time at Noah’s Ark Waterpark in Wisconsin Dells and 
packaged food with the Feed My Starving Children organization in Minneapolis on our way 
back. 

We would like to thank the Presbytery for financially and prayerfully supporting this great trip.  
We will organize another trip to Triennium in 2019 and would love to take a larger group with 
more churches from our Presbytery represented.  Special thanks to the chaperones who assisted 
me on this trip:  Pastor Katie Emery (Terry) and Heather McLean (1st Billings). 

Thanks, 
Dave Thompson, Pastor 
First Presbyterian-Billings 
 
 
Summer Whitworth Fellows 
Thanks to Kathy Goodrich for this report! 

 
       Whitworth fellows on the Beartooth Pass while serving at Westminster Spires this summer 
 
We have been very blessed by and grateful for the ministry among us this summer of six quality 
Whitworth University student fellows (interns) who answered God’s call to ministry and mission 
with and among us, giving so much of themselves, their gifts and hearts and learning as well.  



The students and their placements were:  Anaconda/Big Hole – Katy Schlata and Samantha 
Cobb; Manhattan – Tyler Stitt and Hannah Beard; Lewistown – Jacob Gallegos and Annette 
Peppel. 
 
They got to know the congregations, hosts and communities and provided both leadership and 
support in countless ways including: VBS, worship, music and special worship services, 
preaching, insights at session or leadership meetings, Bible studies, church and mission events, 
Westminster Spires and/or Rockhaven camps, one-to-one meetings, and sharing ideas and new 
possibilities with the congregations and leaders. Kathy and George led three retreats with them 
as well.  
 
The Apostle Paul’s words about the Thessalonians in I Thess. 2:8 (J.B. Phillips translation) could 
also be said about our fellows: 
  
"So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of 
God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.”  
  
Thank you all for the warm welcome they received at our June presbytery meeting in Miles City, 
in the hearts and homes of our congregations, for honoring their gifts and for listening to their 
feedback as students and millennials, including insights for all of us and our ministries. 
Kathy and George and the congregations will be sharing more pictures and stories from the 
summer and this fruitful partnership with Whitworth University, Yellowstone Presbytery and the 
PCUSA through its DREAM grant. 
 
 
Board of Pension Seminars 
Several Board of Pension seminars will be held from Sept. 27 – 30 at First Presbyterian Billings.  
Contact Dan Krebill  dan@fpcbozeman.org for more information.   
Sept. 27-28: planning as pastors/spouses for retirement fiscally, practically, emotionally.  
Sept. 30: ffnancial lanning for pastors and spouses under 40, save yourself many thousands over 
the years!  
 
For ALL church treasurers/pastors… - September 29 , lunch provided! 
A one-day seminar is for ANYONE involved in church finances. 
With many changes in both tax law and Presbyterian compensation plans it can be 
complicated. The Render unto Caesar seminar exists to educate treasurers, 
administrators, active clergy/CLP’s how to structure terms of call to be more cost-
effective for BOTH pastor and congregation, and to clarify clergy tax issues. As a result 
of the seminar, participants will be able to 
• find Board resources to help you in your role; 
• summarize Traditional Program benefits and big new changes; 
• define clergy tax and housing allowance basics; 
• recognize the benefits of reimbursements versus allowances; 
• illustrate structuring terms of call and calculating effective salary; and 
 identify the benefits of saving for retirement with the 403(b)(9) Retirement Savings Plan of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  

mailto:dan@fpcbozeman.org


 
Jr-Sr High Youth Retreat, Rockhaven Camp - October 20-22      SAVE the date! 
 
Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in 
prayer: 
 
Sunday, Sept. 4     PresbyCats Higher Education Ministry, 1st Presbyterian Bozeman 
                               Rev. Roderick Blair, Honorably Retired, Dallas, Texas 
 
Sunday, Sept. 11   Rev. Kim Woeste, Campus Minister, Rocky Mountain College, Billings 
 
Sunday, Sept, 18   Rob Kirby, Campus Ministry, United Campus Ministry, MSU Billings 
 
Sunday, Sept. 25  Church of the Big Hole, Wise River, and 1st Presbyterian Church Anaconda  
    Veva Larson, CRE 
                                
                
Upcoming Opportunities: 
Sept. 8               PMT        FPC Bozeman 
Sept. 9 -11        Highland Holy Days hosted by St. Andrew at Westminster Spires 
Sept. 13             Leadership Cabinet   FPC  Bozeman 
Sept. 27 – 30     Board of Pensions Seminars    FPC Billings 
October 9          Presbytery Sunday 
October 11        Leadership Cabinet      FPC  Billings 
October 20-22         Jr-Sr High Youth Retreat, Rockhaven Camp, south of Bozeman 
Nov. 4-5            Presbytery Meeting      FPC  Butte 
February 24-26 Jr-Sr High Youth Winter & Ski Retreat 
 
Please note Yellowstone Presbytery Office Manager, Susan Siebert is out of the office, returning 
Sept. 13. 
 

  

  

  

 

 

Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas at ckochner@mcn.net. 


