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It was a day when I was trying to do too much.  I was blessed to have family visiting, and even though I 

had the day off, I was trying to keep up with what was happening back at work.  We were at Cabela’s 

when a call came in that needed my attention.  I gave some help over the phone, but I couldn’t be there 

in person to sort out the need.  It was hard.   

 

I wandered around the store trying to breathe, to pray about the situation I could not be present for, and 

to trust that all would be well.  And there, even at a sporting goods store, I found signs of grace: 

 

 

 
 

 

In a homey and humbling way, I was reminded of God’s presence.   

 

We all have too many of those days in our lives when we feel overwhelmed, torn in different directions, 

and helpless.  Signs of grace and reminders that God is with us may appear even in the most unlikely of 

places.   

 

                                       ~Reflections by Susan Thomas 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Mission Reports 

 

Thank you, Jody McDevitt, for this report of these two summer mission trips! 

 

Poplar 

For a fifth year in a row, adults of First Presbyterian Church in Bozeman traveled to Poplar on Memorial 

Day to build relationships through a week of service to Dakota Presbyterian congregations. Once again, 

the group was warmly received by members of First Presbyterian Church in Poplar, who hosted a 

midweek potluck supper. The group of eight people from Bozeman stayed at the Ft. Peck Community 

College dormitory. This year’s project was completing the data collection and documentation of graves 

in the cemetery at Red Eagle Memorial Presbyterian Church at Ft. Kipp, as well as updating information 

for the cemetery at the Makaicu Presbyterian Church in Riverside. Over 800 graves were photographed 

and recorded, and the churches will now have both digital and notebook records of who is buried where.  

  

Each year, the Bozeman mission team has enjoyed fellowship with members of the Dakota Presbyterian 

churches. The group has also learned much about the Sioux and Assiniboine cultures, as shared by 

various tribal members. This year the group had a tour of the tribe’s buffalo ranch, guided by the 

director of the tribal Fish and Game Department, Robbie Magnan. What a thrill it was to see the bison 

on the prairie, and to hear Mr. Magnan explain the extensive preparation and future plans for the tribe’s 

cultural herd!  

  

Many thanks to First Presbyterian Church of Poplar, churches of Dakota Presbytery, Ft. Peck 

Community College, and Patrick and Sudi Pipe for their hospitality and arrangements. 
  

San Diego 

First Presbyterian Church of Bozeman youth and adult volunteers traveled to San Diego this summer for 

a week of service, community, and faith-building with Sierra Service Project (SSP). The group joined 

six other youth groups from California, Nevada, and Arizona. Working for lower income households in 

the community of Imperial Beach, they built fences and garden boxes, painted, and rebuilt a roof. Sierra 

Service Project’s mission, “build faith and strengthen communities through service to others,” is 

accomplished by providing youth with skills and opportunities to live in community and serve others, 

following the example of Jesus Christ. At five different sites, over seven weeks, more than 1500 

volunteers completed 68 projects.  

  

In addition to the service projects, SSP emphasizes learning about the communities in which it is based. 

Seated at picnic tables next to the U.S.-Mexico border fence, the youth learned about border issues from 

a Border Patrol agent. A portion of the SSP community traveled across the border to the Tijuana side, 

meeting up with a pastor of a binational congregation. The whole group assembled in Friendship Park to 

form a large circle across the border by touching “pinkies” through the steel mesh fence while the pastor 

led a bilingual prayer for understanding and peace. As one of the youth explained in church recently, 

“Things are a lot more complicated than politicians or others say they are.”  

  

Finally, our Montana youth enjoyed the wonders of God’s creation by working in an estuary for a few 

hours, swimming in the ocean at Imperial Beach, and meeting up with seals sunning on the rocks! 

  

This is the second summer that Bozeman youth have joined up with SSP, and the group is enthusiastic 

about continuing this commitment next summer at another location.  



  

 

Special Meeting of Presbytery Reminder 

On October 8, 2019, beginning at 12:30 pm, there will be a Special Called Meeting of the Presbytery to 

address some time-sensitive items that need attention before the November 1-2, 2019 scheduled meeting 

of Yellowstone Presbytery. 

 

We will be addressing concurrence with Glacier Presbytery to the Synod to put forth an overture to the 

General Assembly regarding boundary issues between the two presbyteries that will be clarified and we 

will be addressing several items that come to us from the Pastoral Ministry Team.  

 

A packet of documents is posted on the Presbytery website (http://yellowstonepcusa.org/). 

  

We will gather at 12:30 pm in the Fireside Room at First Presbyterian Church in Billings. Please either 

eat lunch before the meeting or bring a bag lunch with you as there will not be a meal provided. There 

will be cake and ice cream at the end of the meeting. 

 

For those of you who are unable to attend, the conference bridge will be available. 

Conference Number – 1-888-387-8686 

Login code – 406-586-7706 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

October 8    Leadership Cabinet    FPC  Billings   9:30 am-3:30 pm 

October 8    Special Called Meeting of the Presbytery     FPC Billings  12:30 pm 

November 1-2    Presbytery Meeting   Lewistown 

 
 

 

Yellowstone Presbytery Clusters  

 

Our clusters typically meet each month. If you have not been a part of a cluster and would like to 

explore the idea of joining in, please contact one of the following coordinators.  

 

Miles City Cluster - Neva Rathbun  (msrev@midrivers.com) 

Billings Cluster – Dave Thompson  (pastordave@fpcbillings.org) 

Butte Cluster - Teresa Kendall   (teresakendall@mac.com) 

White Sulphur Cluster - Debbie Funke  (funkepastor@yahoo.com)  
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Remember our Round of Prayer as we keep our churches, ministries, and leaders in prayer: 

 

Sunday, Oct. 6: World Communion Sunday 

Peace and Global Witness Offering; Institute for Peace Studies 

Sunday, Oct. 13:  Colstrip United Community Church 

Wednesday, Oct. 16: World Food Day; Food Banks throughout Yellowstone Presbytery; 

   St. Andrew Community Garden 

Sunday, Oct. 20:  Rev. David Andrew, Pastor At-Large 

Sunday, Oct. 27:   First Presbyterian Church Deer Lodge, Pastor Teresa Kendall 

 

Please send news and announcements to Susan Thomas at ckochner@mcn.net. 

 


