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In terms of length and thoroughness ...
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The ph.ys:cal steps, OTFHPER\];ViET{ ]i IS\I SG Aims to streamline the

a basic to-do list T process, and foster the
preacher’s intuitive sense

The standard textbook, of (or muscle memory

the whole methodological rationale ~ for) preaching as a
spiritual vocation,

discipline, and offering



THE PROCESS OF SERMON PREPARATION
LOR ENHANCE

1. Pray (Give thanks for the call; ask for the message.)

4, Word | Promise / Christ [Exfosition and Doctrine]
5, Walk / Practice / church [Aﬁafimtion]
6. Pray (Give thanks for the word; ask M% in [iving it)

~ A Short Course in Prmcﬁing @ 17)



TWO PRESUPPOSITIONS

Presuffosition I: Devour the .Scrift‘um Dai[y

(1) The more you apply yourself over the long haul to ... the daily

devouring of the scriptures, the more easily Steps 1 through 6 will take
care of themselves, and ...

Presuffosition 11: Deliver the Sermon Doxo[ogim%/

(2) the more you apply yourself conscientiously to Steps 1 through 6,
the more ... the worshipful, doxological delivery of the sermon ... will
likewise take care of itself.

A Short Course in Preacﬁing Q’ )



The more you are in the Word daily, reading it as the gift, regarding it as
the treasure that it is, trusting God to speak through this book, digesting it
inwardly as God’s love letter to you, to the church, and to the world, and
the more you take pen in hand to record your discoveries, the more ...

(1) you will find yourself responding naturally with prayers of
gratitude and wonder,

(2) texts will arise that beg to be preached,

(3) you will become acquainted with the context in which these texts
were written,

(4) the primary (Christological) sense will come through as God’s
promissory Word,

(5) you will start to intuit ways in which we might practice this Word
in our Christian “walk”, both individually and in the church; and

(6) you will find yourself both seeking and trusting God to help you
and the church to live more faithfully.



Presuffosition I: Devour the Scrift‘um Dai.[y (cont.)

* The Daily Lectionary (2 year plan; mostly complete)

* Annual reading plans are probably better suited to those who preach
regularly.

* Consecutive reading from Genesis to Revelation: this may seem simplest,
but it neglects one testament while engaging other.

* Consecutive in both testaments at once: this is better, reading, say, 4 pp.
OT, 2 pp. NT per day, stopping at the first paragraph break on the new
page of each testament. OR you could use ...

e Seven bookmarks ...



Seven Bookmarhs*

OT 1: Read one chapter per day of Genesis
through 2Chron (3 chapters per day in that
final book)

OT 2: Proverbs through Malachi, then Ezra

through Job (or vice versa: Ezra through Job,

then Proverbs through Malachi). This is also
done one chapter per day.

NT1: Read a pericope or up to a half of a

chapter per day of Matthew through Acts.

NT2: Read a pericope or up to a half of a
chapter per day of Romans through
Revelation.

Psalms: Read three per day in a skip-fifty
cycle, starting at 1, 51, 101, and ending at 50,
100, 150. This will take you through the
Psalters seven times per year. This is fitting,
because the Psalms train us in the language
and logic of prayer!

*(Explained on pp. 22-25 of A Short Course.)

This is the form of reading you will find in
the trilogy of books which, inspired by the
OT character of Elihu, | wrote under the
penname or “sobriquet” Eliot Young.

The Word at Work The Spirit at Work

Sitometrion
.{}. D 2 o

Eliot Yourg




A SUGGESTED
FORMAT FOR
TURNING JOURNAL
ENTRIES INTO
DEVOTIONALS

(A Short Course, p. 96)

You can use a blank bound
journal (recommended),
loose leaf binders, or
reproduce this worksheet to
your heart’s content.

A Devotional Worksheet
Presupposition I: Devour the Scriptures Daily

1. Pray (Give thanks for the call; ask for the message.)
Turn this into a PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION:

2. Main preaching text:

Supporting texts: ; ;

3. Context:

4. Word [ Promise [ Christ [Exposition and Doctrine]

5. Walk / Practice [ Church [Application]

6. Pray (Give thanks for the word; ask help in living it.)
Write a prayer with which to conclude your sermon:

Sermon Title:

Presupposition II: Deliver the Sermon Doxologically!




THAT IS THE PROCESS IN BRIETF.

> Like a cornerstone on which the whole
building is aligned, the first
presupposition is the most important

A one, whether your calling is to teach or

' preach or simply be edified for daily

— discipleship and service.




AS FOR
THE
TREASURE
HUNT,
THERE IS A
LOT TO BE
SAID FOR
STARTING
SMALL.

« Starting small isa Eingc{om frincif[e:

g vock ;{estrgfs the statue, grows into & mountain, becomes a Eing;{om

fiffin‘g the earth (Dan 2)

)
~
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¥ seed famﬂes (Matt 13, Marh 4, par,)

% “Whoever is faithful in a very [ittle is aithful also in muchs and
wﬁoevsr is dishonest in a very little is ishonest also in much.” (Luke
16:10

¥ “unless you cﬁamge and become [ike children, you will never enfer the
Eingc{om of beaven.” (Matt 18:3)

= “Enfer tﬁrougﬁ the narrow gate.” (Matf 7:13-14)
= What about small books? Could 330hn be a4 narrow gate? 230hn?



BY STARTING SMALL WE CAN, WITH THE SPIRIT’S
HELP, CREATE AND BUILD MOMENTUM

T every skill, art, talent, or c{iscif[ine is Learned o little at o Gime

 The sermonic vemains of Jobn Calvin the great ex%ositor are missing the early years
(when be bad no 5tenogmf6er) AN'D most of the books untreated are the ségjter
efist[es. 2+2=Calvin started small and freacﬁec{ tﬁrougﬁ the shorter books.

. With my own translation work, 1 have lived this small principle all over again,
01.4:)/ maﬁing progress once 1 worked, not sefluentia%f, but from shorter to fonger
peces.

BY STARTING SMALL WE OBVIOUSLY

LIMIT THE SCOPE OR FIELD OF VISION,

BUT TREASURE ~ assuming we are focused on overfooked
regions~ SHOULD EMERGE QUICKLY

(even if progress may seem “smafl”)



3Jobn is the shortest of the Jobannine epistles
1t bas 221 Greek words (15 w,). [2]0bn bas 246.]
What is it even c{oing in the Bible?

The RCL excludes it.
Even Karl Barth’s “Aids to the Preacher” (index to the EXAMPLE:

church Dogmatics) include no entries for 2-3 Jobn.
Colin Kruse: “I¢ bas [itele theological content ...” (p. 243) 3J OHN

I’'m not frofosing we revisit whether it 58[01135 in the “canon.”’

We trust 3John should be in the Bille, but why is it?

What does it offer? That is the ofject of our treasure hunt.

SN



WHAT
DOES
3JOHN
SAY?
WHAT
DOES IT
HAVE TO
TEACH?

1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom 1 Love in truth.

2 Beloved, 1 oy that all ma Jr well with ) you and that you may be in qood
bealth, fust as it is well with your soul, 31 was overj ed'%vﬁm some gf tﬂge
friends* arrived and t‘es{ifie[g;  your faithfulness to t;;{ truth, namely, bow you
walk in the truth, *1 bave no gFeater joy than this, to bear that ty EZi[er are
wa[éing in the truth.

5 Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the friends,” even though ¢
are sfmngc% to _yo't); 6%9;)5’41’8 festy(ie'% to _yOt't’;‘ [ovc'égﬁre éou %
will do well to send them on in a manner wor@/ of God; for fﬁy Eggcm their

journey for the sake of christ,* accepting no supfort from non-
believers.* 8'1‘5£rgfare we augﬁt fo Juﬂwrt SUe feof 2, S0 that we may become co-
workers with the truth.

9 1 have written something to 5 but Diofr?ﬁes, who [ikes to put
bimself first, does not ac now[ec{ge our auf5m'.ty. 1030 if 1 come, 1 will call
attenfion to what be is doing in eoufing  false cﬁmges against us, And not
content with those charyes, "ée rﬁ:es to welcome the friends,” and even prevents
those who want to do so and exfe[s them_from the c

11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil but imitate what is goocf. Whoever does
ood is from Gods whoever does evil bas not seen Go;[.lz}:vep/onc bas testified
}cwor by about Demetrius, and so bas the truth itself. WE also testify for
bim,* and [ you Enow that our testimony is true.

13 1 have much to write to  yot, but 1 would ratber not write with ven and

ink; “instead 1 5ofe to see you soon, and we will talk, toget&r - face to face.
15 Peace to you. The friends send [ you their greetings. Greet the friends there,

each é, name.

NB: “ - on_[y occurs bere in the Jobannine efist[es.



EMPHASES IN 3JOHN

(TO GAIUS)

¥ Truth and Love = 13 times! (5.882% gf the entire Letter!)
o Truth (6)/true (1) = 7 times (3.17%)

*  Love (2)/Beloved (4) (Gyamnt@/Ayarnté) = 6 fimes (2.71%)

¥ The greatest jgf.’ To know believers are wa[éing in the Truth.

¥ Welcome, support, send believers in 4 manner wort@» gf God,

They labor “for the sake of the Name,” with no belp from unbelievers;
but we can collaborate with them and thus with the Truth! (wv. 5-8)

» (~)Abuse by Diotrzﬁesz self-aggrandizes, slanders, banishes

otber believers and their supporters, rejects am‘ﬁon'gf (w. 9-10)

¥ “Beloved, do not imitate what is evif but imitate what is good. Whoever does good is
from Gods whoever does evil bas not seen God.” (v. 11)

o (+) "The Truth” testifies! ... to Demetrius’ integrify (v. 12)
Ra)»mom{ Brown: Demetrius (trad.) was later B, of Pﬁifad'el}ﬁia
T Meeting face-to-face is to be frgferm{ (wv. 13-14)



Ancient Christian Commem‘azy on .Scrifture, NT,

yol. 11, pp. 239-244 (6 pf- pdf) bas brief quotes

Yom:
A GLANCE

¥ Bede
AT THE * Hilary of Arles
M AP 5 3 es Gregory the Great

T Oecumenius

¥ Andreas

- ed Diéfmus the Blind

s Psem{o‘])iozt)/sius

A HISTORY O%F ¥ Clement of Alexandria

INTEPRETATION Rougf;_[)’ one “auﬁorig” or each of the 8

centuries refresmte:{ in this commentary, after

which the ages 40 “dark.”



DID YOU KNOW ...

Andreas Althamer, a [mge.[y ﬁ?oﬂm Reformer (Lutheran) and the first Reformer to
frod'uce a commentary on 2-3ob, was, at the same time,

% searching for the treasure of pure doctrine in the genemf cfist‘[cs in ovder fo reconcile scemin&l,}/
contr ictozy scriftum,

T fmging a fresh tﬁco[ogy of 5apfi5m

T wrifing the first Catechism for children [N'B: the first “Catechism” 6/ name.]

CONTEXT: Oeco[m;zfad'ius issued bis “Q€As for the Examination of children” in Basel in 1526
(see 1y Return to God), Althamer in 1528, then Luther tﬁougﬁt it a good idea (Small cat: 1529);
calvin’s Institutes (1% ed,) would be written, also in Basel, in (15365?.



WHEN HAVE
OTHER
PREACHERS
PREACHED ON
OR EVEN
REFERRED TO
3JOHN?

* George Whitefield, “Soul Prosperity” (37ohn 2) (pd])

[This empbasis did not even make try fist above, but G W
frmcﬁe 9+ pp. on this one verse,.~TMS]

o “When evil lives in the beart, the eye sees gé?mf) but

when purity lives in the beart, the eye sees the ft ey gf
God, ’.{‘Zc fzre a[wgys see God, Eu?"ﬁe who Joes’g’i[ does
not see God,’ (3J0bn 11).”

~1<ier£egmr:[, “Love Will Hide o Multitude of Sins,”
Eg&em Ufﬁui[c{ing Discoutsts, . 60.



WHEN HAVE
MODERN PREACHERS
PREACHED ON 3JOHN?

» Alistair Beyg preached three sermons on 3Jobn in
2008.

Ett;ﬁs://www. trutéfbr[iﬁ.org/ resources/? type=serm
on&scriftures3%20}0511&5541%61':1

* In my Year D proposal, 1 susgest 3obn as an
agpropriate epistle for All Saints’ Day (oofs.'), but
it would be just as fitting for a mission focus on any
ordinary Sunday.


https://www.truthforlife.org/resources/?type=sermon&scripture=3%20John&chapter=1

HAVE YOU FOUND ANY TREASURE?
ANY DOCTRINES THAT MIGHT BE INFORMED?

(E.G., MISSION, HOSPITALITY, LOVE/TRUTH,
LE., THE TRUTH THAT TESTIFIES/,
GOOD V. EVIL, TYRANNY V. (PROPER) AUTHORITY,
IMITATION/ETHICS/THE CHRISTIAN LFFE,
ECCLESIOLOGY, FELLOWSHIP, ETC.)?

ANY SOURCES WORTH EXPLORING?

ANY POINTS OF CONTACT WITH
CHURCH/CHRISTIAN LIFE TODAY?

(E.G., FACE-TO~FACE MEETINGS?)

ANY SERMONS BREWING?



