
PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM REPORT 
Yellowstone Presbytery Meeting - June 12 -13, 2026 

First  Presbyterian Church of Bozeman - Bozeman, Montana 

The purpose of the Pastoral Ministry Team (PMT) is to come alongside churches, 
sessions, pastors and CREs to provide encouragement, support and training as 
we work together to share the Good News of Jesus  Christ. The PMT has had 
monthly meetings since the Presbytery meeting in March 202. 


Items for Action from the Pastoral Ministry Team: 
• recommend Yellowstone Presbytery dismiss Rev. Kimmy Briggs to John Knox 

Presbytery at her request, and if the way be clear

 
PMT acted on the following items since the March 2026 Presbytery 
meeting: 
• welcomed new member, MWS Nicole Melara, to PMT  


• approved the Jordan Community Presbyterian Church’s request to allow 
Caroline Fleming to preside over Holy Communion and officiate Baptisms in 
May and June of 2026 


• Approved Lewistown’s MDP to be uploaded and is now posted to CLC


• Special called PMT meeting to discuss the process when non-PCUSA (or not 
from denominations in full communion with PCUSA) lay pastors feel called to 
serve a church in Yellowstone Presbytery


• Met with and interviewed a nondenominational lay pastor who feels called to a 
church in Yellowstone Presbytery


• Approved the Jordan church to schedule Brian Carlisle to preach in a neutral 
pulpit and that PMT continue to work on a process that is agreeable to Jordan 
and to the presbytery through PMT with the goal of Brian Carlisle becoming a 
Commissioned Ruling Elder.


• Approved Nicole Melara to be liaison to First Presbyterian Church Stanford


• Reviewed and approved the Liaison List for 2026 - see Attachment  


• Approved Nicole Melara to be Melissa Bell’s CRE seeker/learner mentor




• Approved Dave Thompson to be Caroline Fleming’s CRE seeker/learner 
mentor


PMT met with the following for Annual Reviews or Exit Interviews since 
the March 2026 Presbytery Meeting:

• Julie Boksich and Neva Rathbun conducted Exit Interview with Rev. Kimmy 

Briggs  

• Approved Andy Pehl and Cheryl Banks to schedule and conduct Exit Interview 

with Rev. Mary Grace Reynolds - she declined the interview request


Respectfully submitted,


Co-Moderator Cheryl Banks

Co-Moderator Debbie Ernst




CHURCH MODERATOR LIAISON LOCAL CONTACT/
CLERK

Anaconda CRE Veva Larson Julie Boksich Sean Larson

Billings First TE Dave Thompson Steve Hundley Carla Bracken

Billings St Andrew HR Susan Thomas Cheryl Banks Ben Larson

Bozeman TE Nicole Melara Debbie 
Blackburn

Donna Beck

Butte TE Karolee Larson George 
Goodrich

Gary Helming

Colstrip Gail Beckham Neva Rathbun

Deer Lodge TE Laura Wood Debbie Ernst Susie Johnson

Dillon HR Steve Hundley Julie Boksich Tara Jones

Ennis HR Steve Hundley Julie Boksich Roberta McKay

Forsyth TE Dave Thompson Cheryl Banks Gayle Holland

Hysham Gail Beckham Gail Beckham Dana Cunningham

Jordan Andy Pehl Andy Pehl Bev Harbaugh

Lewistown CRE Margee Smith Debbie 
Blackburn

Lisa Sanders

Manhattan TE Laura Wood & 
Debbie E

Debbie Ernst Debbie Blackburn

Miles City TE Jamie Schmeling Neva Rathbun Caroline Fleeming

Philipsburg Debra Schmidt (UMC) Steve Hundley TJ Vietor

Poplar Jeff Harada Andy Pehl Wanda Kirn

Stanford Melissa Bell Nicole Melara Amanda Kelly

Terry TE Neva Rathbun Neva Rathbun Andy Pehl

White Sulfur Springs TE JP Carlson George 
Goodrich

Pam Jackson

Wise River (Big Hole) TE JP Carlson TE JP Carlson Julie Boksich

Wolf Point Jeff Harada Andy Pehl Mary Boysun


