
Presbytery of Yellowstone 
Leadership Cabinet (LC) Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2016 
First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman 

 
Moderator Jody called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Present were:  
Jody McDevitt       
Jack Bell 
Jed Cauffman 
Teresa Kendall        
Dan Holland (afternoon)        
Kristin Willett (by phone) 
Susi Ennis (by phone) 
Bev Harbaugh (by phone) 
 
Also present: 
George Goodrich, Co-General Presbyter  
Kathy Goodrich, Co General Presbyter  
Debbie Blackburn, Stated Clerk  
 
 1. Opening Prayer – The opening prayer was offered by Jody. 
 2. Christ Candle –Jody lit the Christ Candle. 
 3. Quorum – A quorum was declared present. 
 4. Docket – The docket was approved as presented. 
 5. Minutes of May 10, 2016 
  √ The LC voted to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2016 meeting. 
 6. Dwelling in the Word – Jody led the time of dwelling in Ephesians 4:7, 11-16. There was a time of 
     reflecting and sharing about this passage.  
 7. LC Goals for 2016 - The LC spent time reviewing the chart that Jody had sent out. The possibility of a  
      joint equipping event in 2017 with Wyoming and Pueblo Presbyteries was mentioned.  The Minds  
      and Hearts  Cohort  had its first meeting since the training week at Whitworth. Kathy mentioned the 
      availability of research on getting younger people in church. 
 8. Presbytery Sunday – Due to the limited time available before Presbytery Sunday it was agreed to use  
      several of the resources from last year. Kristin will send out an email this week reminding churches of 
      Presbytery Sunday (October 9th) and letting them know what to expect in the way of resources to be 
      sent out the following week. Kathy will work with Susan S in the office on resources.  
  9. November Presbytery Meeting - Teresa reported that Lanny Rounds would like for Rob Hagan (from  
      the Foundation) to do a seminar immediately following the Presbytery meeting in Butte. It was  
      agreed that the theme for the meeting will be Using Spiritual Gifts. We also need to get feedback  
      from sessions about faith sharing presented at the June Presbytery meeting. Jed was asked to share 
      what the Lewistown church has been doing with faith sharing.  Kathy will contact the General  
      Assembly delegates about presenting on Saturday morning.  Teresa (convener), Kathy, George, Susi, 
      Jack, and Debbie will meet by phone to continue planning for the meeting.  
10. Synod Request for reduced function status -  There was a time of discussion regarding the request.  
       Reduced function by the Synod (of the Rocky Mountains) would mean that more responsibility is  
       placed on the Presbytery. Six of the eight Presbyteries in SRM must approve for this to pass.  



√     The LC voted to concur with this request (see attached) and recommend that Presbytery concur. 
11. Nominations - It was agreed to ask (Jody will) Dan Krebill to be the YP representative at the MAC  
       meeting in October. The Board of Rocky Mountain College is looking for a Presbyterian to be on their  
        board. George will talk with Dave Kimball, Bob Wood, and Katie Holland. George will give the  
        name(s) of any willing to be on the board to the RMC Board for further action.  The LC agreed to ask  
       (Jody will contact) Caroline Fleming to serve another term on the Rep/Nom Ministry Team. Jody is  
       willing to serve on the team also. The LC will nominate Neva Rathbun to be the moderator for the 
       Rep/Nom Ministry Team in 2017.  
 12. Lunch Break – Jed offered prayer for our meal and the LC recessed for lunch.  
 13. Budget/Finance – Dan Holland will be working soon on the 2017 budget. It was suggested that the  
       Partnership Fund requirements be reviewed (and adjustments recommended if needed).  
14.  Camping/Youth – George reported that summer camp at Westminster Spires went very well. There  
        has been some talk about a wilderness camp next summer.  There will be a youth retreat 
        October 20th to 22nd.  Winter ski weekend will be February 24thto 26th.   A triennium report from  
        Dave Thompson was included in the packet materials.  
15. Whitworth Fellows – There is an article in the September Currents about the Whitworth Fellows.  
16.  Minds and Hearts Cohort – George referred to a report from Heath Rada (see the Co-General  
        Presbyters’ written report).  In addition to the Preaching Cohort in YP, George is also an advisor to  
        the cohorts in Wyoming and Pueblo Presbyteries.  
17.  Communications Team – Kristin reported that the round of prayer points are posted on the FB  
        page each week. Also links to some articles have been posted.  
18. Child Protection Policy – Kristin reported that Brandon continues to work on this.   
19.  New Worshipping Communities – Jack has no update at this time.   
20.  Refugee resettlement – No report at this time.  There is a family from the Congo in Missoula.    
21. Personnel – Susi has no report at this time. 
22. Pastoral Ministry Team – The Jordan church is in the process of completing an MIF. Today is JP    
       Carlson’s last day with the churches in Anaconda and The Big Hole.  
23.  Dream Grant Application – Kathy spoke about the “growing young”  material that is available. The  
       deadline for the Dream Grant is October 4th.  Kathy will send out a draft of the grant to the LC. Any  
       feedback should be sent to Kathy.  
√    The LC voted to approve pursuing the Dream Grant application (concurring with the PMT).  
24.  Constitutional Amendments - Debbie will review these and recommend which group or person  
       should be asked to study and present each amendment (to be voted at the February/March 2017   
        Presbytery meeting).  
25.  2017 Presbytery Meetings – The LC discussed locations and dates for 2017 meetings.  Jody will 
        contact the churches involved to see if they would be willing to host on the dates indicated. 
        February 10th and 11th – St Andrew Billings 
        May 12th and 13th – Ennis first choice with Dillon as alternate choice 
        November 3rd and 4th – Bozeman First 
26.  Report from Co-General Presbyters – A written report was submitted.  George and Kathy  
        mentioned that they love how we (in YP) listen to each other. Also Dwelling in the Word seems to  
        be a very good part of Presbytery meetings (and Ministry Team meetings). There are many changes 
        in Louisville (including the PMA Board).  
27.  Stated Clerk’s Report – A written report was submitted.  Our Presbytery minutes need to include  
        the following item.  The Synod of the Rocky Mountains approved the following Record Review  
        Report on August 1, 2016: Presbytery of Yellowstone had one exception – No record of review and  
        approval of records of sessions.  
 



28. Kairos Palestine Brochure –We are not endorsing the event on October 17-20, 2016. However, there  
       was discussion about publicizing the event. 
√    The LC voted to put the brochure on the YP website and to send out an email right away. The  
       brochure should also be included in the October currents.  
      [Jody will work with Susan Seibert and Susan Thomas on this.] 
29. Next Meeting – The next meeting of the LC will be October 11, 2016 in Billings.  
30. Adjournment– The meeting adjourned with prayer at 2:20 p.m.  
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